








Appendix
Item 1

Decision of Council of Eminent Scholars
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RESOLUTION 34 14/2/1395H

All praise to Allah and salutations upon the Prophet of Allah and his family and companions.

Based on the address of his Highness the Leader of Parliament, number 4680 dated

23/2/1394H (Islamic calendar) which states “The command of his Majesty (the king of Saudi
Arabia) referring to the letter of the Executive officer of the Committee of Dawa and Irshad

in Sura Baya concerning the unification of prayer times, fasting and haj (pilgrimage) directed
to the Committee of Eminent Scholars referring to the letter of the Minister of Foreign Affairs

15/1/1394H number 855/3/300/5/6. This was received by his Majesty’s Embassy in

Algeria from the Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs by way of documents regarding
reliance on astronomical calculations to establish times of acts of worship. This is based on

the report number 7 from the reports of the 5% convention by the Council of Eminent

Scholars which includes a decision supported by evidence to be presented to the council at

its 6t convention for ruling on the matter.

After research by the Council, of important documents, recommendations, Islamic legal

rulings and opinions regarding this issue and reinvestigating this issue of unification of the
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beginning of the lunar months, and looking into past rulings issued by the Committee of
Eminent Scholars from the 21d convention number 2 dated 13/2/1393H and the noting of
these opinions, the following ruling has been issued:

1.

2.

3.

The meaning of calculation and astronomy is the knowledge of the constellations, the
phases of the moon and the estimation of the path of the sun and moon and fixing
time accordingly. For example the time of sunrise, zenith and sunset, the meeting of
the sun and moon and their separation, the eclipse of each one of them, this is known
as astronomical calculations. Astronomy here does not mean turning to astronomical
events to prove the occurrence of events on earth e.g. the birth of an important
person or their death (i.e. astrology/horoscopes), this being from the unseen that is
only known to Allah. Accordingly the subject matter of the study has been clarified.
There is no legal relationship between the mere birth of the new moon and the start

and the end of the lunar month by Scholarly Consensus, as long as no physical
sighting has been proven, and this is with regards to timings of acts of worship, and
any contemporary scholar who has a different opinion is preceded by the consensus
of those before him”. (i.e: His opinion is rejected)

Crescent/moon sighting, alone, is accepted in the case of a clear sky on the eve of the
30th to determine the beginning of lunar months and their ending. This is in relation
to devotional acts of worship. If the crescent/moon is not seen, the number of days
(in the lunar month) is completed to 30, by consensus (of the scholars).

If, however, the sky is cloudy on the eve of the 30t day (the night of the 29t), the
majority of jurists are of the opinion that the number of days of the month are
completed to 30; acting upon the hadith, “If it is concealed from you due to cloud,
then complete the count to 30.” This is an interpretation of the other narration which
is mentioned with the wording “take it into account/measure”. Imam Ahmad in
another narration of him, along with some scholars are of the opinion that; in the case
that the sky is cloudy Shabaan will be considered 29 days out of cautiousness for the
month of Ramadan. They interpreted the narration of Fagdiroo lahu as limit it, in
light of the verse of the Quran “and he who's sustenance is limited ( the word used for
limited is Qudira a morphological variant of the same word used in the hadith)
should spend of what Allah has given him”

This interpretation, however, is rejected by the other narration of the hadith which
clearly states ‘Faqdiroo lahoo thalatheen’ measure it to 30. And yet in another
narration continue the count of Shabaan to 30 (days).

Imam Nawawi relates in his explanation on the Sahih of Imam Muslim on the Hadith;
“if it is concealed from you due to cloud Faqdiroo lahoo, take it into account/measure
it,” from Ibn Surayj and a group (of scholars) including Mutrif Ibn Abdillah i.e Ibn Al-
Shakheer, Ibn Qutayba and others, their taking by the opinions of astronomers to
establish the beginning and end of the lunar month, i.e. if the sky is cloudy.

Ibn Abd Al-Bar said; it is narrated of Mutrif ibn Shakheer, and it is incorrectly
narrated of him, even if it were authentically narrated of him it would not be
obligatory to follow him due to his being alone or deviant (Shaath) in this matter. In
addition to the evidence contradicting him, he then went on to say the same about
Ibn Qutayba he then said that this does not concern Ibn Qutayba, nor is he one to be
relied upon in the likes of this field (He was a scholar of the Arabic language not a
jurist). Then he related of Ibn Khawiz Mindad that he related it (the afore mentioned
opinion) from Al-Shafie. Ibn Abd Al-Bar went on to say; and what is authentically
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4.

related of him (i.e. Imam Al-Shafie) in his books, his disciples and the majority of
scholars is contrary to it. End quote.

Thus it becomes clear that the difference of opinion amongst jurists is in the case of a
cloudy sky, and what relates to it. Furthermore this is all related to devotional acts of
worship. As for that which concerns dealings and transactions, people may agree
upon whatever timing they choose.

What is legally of value in establishing the lunar month is the physical sighting of the

crescent only, and not astronomical calculations of the movement of the sun and the
moon.” due to the following:

a)

b)

The Prophet, peace be upon him, ordered to fast and break the fast according to
the sighting of the crescent in his statement, “Fast according to its (the moon)
sighting and break your fast according to it’s (the moon) sighting.” He also limited
it to this method when he said, “Do not fast until you see it (the crescent) and do
not break your fast until you see it (the crescent).” In the case of a cloudy night on
the eve of the 30th, he ordered the Muslims to complete the number of days in the
month to 30. And he did not order them to refer back to the scholars of
astronomy. If their opinion was a primary or secondary foundation in
determining the month, he would have ordered to refer back to them. This then
proves that in Shariah no consideration is given to other than sighting or
completing the count to 30 in determining the month, and that this is legislation
continuing on till the Day of Judgement. “And your Lord is not forgetful.” The
claim that what is meant by sighting in the hadith is the sighting of knowledge, or
high probability of the existence of the crescent, or the possibility of the sighting
of the crescent, not the worship of actual sighting, is rejected. The reason for this
is that the word ‘sighting’ in the hadith relates to only one subject, therefore it is
physical sighting with the eye, not the eye of knowledge (this point relates to a
grammatical rule in Arabic). Furthermore, the Companions understood it to be
physical sighting with the eye, and they are more knowledgeable in both the
Arabic language and the objectives of the Shariah. In the time of the Prophet,
peace be upon him, and the Companions, they acted accordingly. They did not
refer to astronomers to determine timing. It is also incorrect to say that when the
Prophet, peace be upon him, said “If the sky is cloudy then faqdiru lahoo” he
intended to order us to measure the phases of the moon so that we may know by
calculation the beginning and ending of the month, because this narration is
explained by the narration “measure it 30" along with the other narrations with
the same meaning. In addition to this those who call for unifying the beginning of
months rely on calculating the phases of the moon when the sky is clear or cloudy
however the hadith limited fagdiroo lahoo the measure, to the case of a cloudy
sky.

Establishing the lunar month on the condition of sighting, conforms with the
objectives of the Shariah of ease and openness. Moon sighting is a common matter
that is accessible to the majority of people, on the contrary if the ruling was
conditional upon calculation, it would cause difficulty and therefore contradict the
objectives of Shariah. The claim that in taking by astronomy the Ummabh is cleared
of the label of ignorance, even if it were sound, it would not change the ruling of
Shariah in the matter.

The scholars of the Ummah in the early (generations of) Islam universally agreed
(ijma) that the lunar month is determined according to sighting, not calculation. It
is not known of any of them to have referred to calculation in the case of a cloudy
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sky or the like. In the case of a clear sky it is not known of any of the scholars that
he relied upon calculations in determining the crescent or that he predicted the
general rule on it.

5. Estimating the age at which the moon/crescent can be sighted after sunset, in the
absence of any preventative, is a subjective opinion about which the views of
astronomers differ, the same can be said of estimating the preventatives (of sighting
the moon). Therefore relying upon it does not actualise the anticipated unity. For this
reason Shariah only takes into account Moon Sighting and not calculation.

6. Itisincorrect to single out the sighting from the horizon of a particular country or
city (e.g Makkah) to be accepted alone. This consequently necessitates that, fasting
not be obligatory upon people from another location , for whom the sighting has been
established, considering that the crescent was not sighted on the appointed horizon.

AbdelRazak Afifi, Abdullah Bin Muhammad, AbdelAziz Bin Baz, Abdallah bin Maneei’,
AbdelMajid Hassan, Muhammad bin Jubayr, AbdelAziz Bin Saleh, Ibrahim Bin Muhammad
AlSheikh, Saleh bin Ghosoon, Sulayman bin A’beed, Abdullah bin Ghudyan, Muhammad
AlHarkan, Rashid bin Khnen, Abdullah Khayaat, Saleh Bin Luhaydan

Item 2

The Fatwa of the his eminence Sheikh Mohammad Olaish the previous

Mufti of Egypt “="**'<*) extracted from his book “Fathul ‘Alli Al Maliki
Fil Fatawa ‘alla mathab Al Imam Malik.”
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“Rulings of fasting:

Question - What is your opinion with regards to some followers of the Shafei school (known
for their knowledge and religiosity) who rely, for the establishment of Ramadan and shawal
(Eid), on the calculation of the movements of the moon and their lack of regard for the
sighting of the moon by the human eye. On several occasions this has resulted in them
fasting on a different day to the general populace and ending fast before them as well. That
person spreads this idea to his close friends and relatives and they follow him, and
sometimes they inform others from the outer circle and they also following them. This
division is about to spread and the scholars of sacred knowledge are silent on the matter. So
is this a correct opinion in the Shafei school that we should accept from them? Or is it
misguidance that requires coming out against, denying, preventing others from following,
and Haram (unlawful) to accept from them? We ask a reply.

Answer - All thanks to Allah for is guidance to the correct path and salutations on
Muhammad and his family and companions.

Yes it is misguidance! It is Haram (unlawful) to agree with this position (i.e. depending
on Astronomical calculations) and one must openly disagree with it and prevent
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others from following it when one can, because it is destruction of religion and in
obvious contradiction to the sayings of the best of messengers. And the actions of this
man is the greatest proof of his utter ignorance, his lack of religion, the defectiveness
of his uprightness, and his lack of ambition and that his aim is fame and La howla wa
la quwata illa billah, In Allah we seek refuge. This practice and following it does not agree
with the Shafei school of thought or any other Imam by who following them one is saved on
the day of great torment. The reason being that the ‘ijma’ (scholarly consensus) is that no
one can rely in his fasting and end of fasting on astronomical calculations without regard for
sighting of the hilal (new moon). The scholars have differed on whether the astronomer,
when the sky is overcast can fast according to his calculations or not. Mutrif ibn Shekheer
from the great Tabeiis said only he can follow the calculation and Imam Shafei mentioned it
in one quote. However the known position of the Shafei school of thought which the Jumhoor
(the majority of scholars) follow is that he cannot follow his calculations. Imam Ibn Rushd in
the book Al Jamei after mentioning that preoccupation with astronomy that leads to the
direction of the giblah and the division of the night (for salaat) is allowed, rather it is
encouraged. However looking into astronomical calculations for more than that, i.e. to do
with the knowledge of the increase or decrease of days to complete a month is disliked by
Allah (Makrooh). The reason being it is preoccupation with unnecessary knowledge because
it is not permissible for a person to rely on it for fasting or breaking of the fast and it appears
to suffice him from going out to sight the moon. This is an opinion by consensus of scholars.

The difference of opinion is amongst the scholars is with regards to the astronomer if the sky
is overcast can he go by his knowledge (i.e calculations) or not. Mutrif ibn Shikheer states
that only he himself ( that is the astronomer) can follow his calculations. Imam Shafei
mentions this in one narration. However the known position of his school of thought is what
the majority of scholars agree upon, this being that he cannot follow his calculations. Ibn
Nafee narrated that Imam Malik said about the Imam (leader) who relies on astronomical
calculations that one must not believe him or follow his opinion.

Ibn Al Arabi said “I used to disavow AlBaji for relaying this opinion of some shafei scholars
because the Imams of the shafei school of thought were explicit in their rejection of this, till [
saw it narrated by Ibn Surayj and some of the tabeen” and Ibn Al Arabi elaborated in his
refutation of Ibn Surayj.

The Grand Mufti Further stated:

It is common knowledge that one must be brief n the adjudication and issuing of legal rulings
and follow the well-known or the upheld positions of scholars and to leave the rogue and
weak opinions. In conclusion [ do not regard the existence of an opinion to go by calculations
in our school of thought and the shafei school of thought. It is an opinion in both the schools
of thought however it is rogue and unusual in both schools of thought and restricted to the
individual astronomer with the condition that the sky b overcast. It is obvious then that what
these individuals do (by relying on astronomical calculations) is misguided. It does not even
follow the rogue opinion because they publically fast or break the fast before people and
they call others to this opinion simply because of the unlikeliness of the sighting of the moon
due to the weak light of the hilal (new moon). It is compulsory on those Allah has given them
leadership to restrain, educate ad discipline them the strongest of discipline and education
to block this door of corruption which is full of defectiveness with regards to the foundations
of religion and going against the leader of messengers peace and Blessings Upon Him and
Allah knows best.
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Item 3

The committee of international Islamic jurisprudence established in the
3rd convention in Amman the capital of Jordan 11t -16t October 1986.
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After discussion on the issue of the unification of the lunar months there were two opinions:

1. The effect of the ikhtilaful Matali’ (considering different horizons) on the unification
of the beginning of the lunar month

2. The legal ruling on establishing the beginning of the lunar month by astronomical
calculation

After listening to the modern research papers about this issue from experts in the field, the
committee has come to the following decision:
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1.

If the moon is sighted in a country it is obligatory on the Muslims of that country to
abide by this sighting and no weight is given to ikhtilaful Matali’ (considering
different horizons). For the general issues especially regarding Fasting and end of fast

It is obligatory to rely on moonsighting and one can refer to astronomical calculations
and observatories (as a guide and not the primary method) with the sayings of the
Prophet and the reality of scientific knowledge and Allah knows best.
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Item 4

The decision of the 4th convention convened on the 7 - 17th Rabei Al Akhir
1401
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First decision regarding following moon sighting to begin lunar months not by
astronomical calculations.

All praise is to Allah alone and salutations and salutations on the one who no prophet came
after :- the Committee of Islamic jurisprudence has in its 4t convention convened in the
General Assembly of Islamic Associations in Mecca between 7t and the 17t month of Rabei
Akhir 1401 regarding the letter of the Islamic Dawa of Singapore dated 16t Shawwal 1399
or 8% of August 1979 addressed to the Consulate General of Saudi Arabia in Singapore. A
disagreement occurred between the afore mentioned group and the Islamic Council of
Singapore regarding the beginning of the month of Ramadan and its end in the year
1399/1979. The Islamic Dawa Group relied on moonsighting for the beginning and end of
the month of Ramadan and the Islamic Council of Singapore relied on astronomical
calculations to determine the beginning and end of the month of Ramadan. They used as
evidence “concerning the countries in the Asian region, because the sky was covered with
clouds, and specifically Singapore, most places of moonsighting are covered with clouds and
this is considered a dispensation that is valid and therefore we must calculate according to
astronomical calculations.”

After the members of the Committee of Islamic Jurisprudence conducted investigations into
this matter based on Islamic legal texts, the Committee has upheld the actions of the Islamic
Dawa Group due to clear evidence within Islamic texts.

It also states regarding situations like the one in Singapore and other parts of Asia and the
world, when the sky is overcast and prevents the moon being sighted, the Muslims in these
countries and the like to take by what they can trust from other Muslim countries that follow
moonsighting by the human eye without calculation of any kind. In adherence to the words
of Muhammad (SAW) “Fast when you sight the moon and break your fast when you sight the
moon and if it is overcast complete the days 30.” And the saying of the Prophet (SAW) “do
not fast till you sight the moon or complete the days and do not break your fast till you sight
the moon or complete the days” and what has been said to this effect in ahadith (sayings of
the Prophet SAW).
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